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School life

Home truths




If 'education’ is what's left after we have
forgotten all that we have ‘learnt’ at
school, then ESD has a major job to do. For
ESD is about creating an understanding of
the connections between our lives and the
impact our everyday decisions have on the
world about us. Decisions on how we relate
to each other and our environment - at
home, in the workplace and in the
community. How do we travel? What do
we buy and from where? What do we do
with our waste? How much energy do we

When Crispin School in Somerset began to
embrace a whole school approach to ESD,
it did so with an equal amount of
trepidation and enthusiasm. They had been
teaching ESD for some time, linking the
ethos throughout the curriculum, "...but
moving onto to a whole school policy was
a big step," said environmental coordinator
and teacher David Heath.

"We had been working on many ESD
issues such as recycling when the school
decided to revisit its entire values, visions
and aims," added David. "We decided to
incorporate the principles of ESD into
those values. That was the start of our
whole school project." Today Crispin School
helps children to value their opportunities,
themselves, their rights and responsibilities,
the environment and their achievements. It
is a firm foundation for whole school ESD.

Beech Hill School in Wigan has taken a
whole school approach to ESD for some
time, integrating ESD into the ethos,
management and curriculum of the school.
Its success has even been mentioned in
OFSTED reports. "It's essential that the
majority, if not all, the staff buy into the
process, as whole school ESD does
encompass every aspect of school life,"
said headteacher Joe Moyster.

use? What are the driving principles for
us at work?

In this edition of Lifelines we
examine whole school ESD policies -
programmes that aim to bring an holistic
approach to the teaching of ESD by
ensuring it permeates throughout every
aspect of school life, including the physical
environment, and beyond. We will also be
looking at a topic very relevant to ESD:
WWF's latest campaign on toxics and the
dangers we all face from everyday products.

One of its most impressive elements is
pupil involvement and empowerment. The
primary school has some 500 pupils from
nursery to year 6, and each and every one
has a chance to put their point of view
across via the Listening Council. "We saw
the promotion of critical thinking as an
excellent starting point both for getting
ESD to permeate the whole curriculum
and for tackling poor motivation in
general," said teacher Pete Coulson.

"The Listening Council forms a part of
our values and visions."

"The council meets for 15 minutes
every week and the idea is that the
children don't just sit quietly but listen
actively to each other and feel free to
comment," says Pete. "Anyone in the whole
council can contribute and the children are
genuinely left to talk about whatever
concerns them. Even when suggestions
become silly, some child eventually points
this out or puts the
other side of the case."

Even the OFSTED inspectors were
impressed: "Many older pupils speak
confidently and with expression in front
of a large audience. They can discuss major
matters such as environmental issues with
maturity," said their report.
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ESD means thinking about
every aspect of school life
and putting sustainability
at its heart:

e fully integrating ESD into
the curriculum

applying ESD both to
teaching/learning
approaches and to the
way staff work toget

making links with the
community - eg through
the use of the buildings (a
great community asset)

empowerment - giving
children a voice in
decisions that affect
them, both within the
school and in the
community

managing the physical
environment of the school
as a learning resource and
for reduced environmental
impact (eg transport to
school, energy use,
procurement).

Crispin School has now gone that extra
mile, starting to ‘green’ the school
buildings. As David Heath explained, "Our
water is heated by solar power, we have
wind turbines and PV cells to generate
electricity. Materials are re-used, there is a
fair trade café and we even serve fair trade
tea and coffee at parents evenings.” That
extension beyond the school to include the
wider community is all part of the Crispin
ethos. Another example is how the school
works with local councils to implement a
‘safe links to school' project to allow
children to cycle safely and ensure their
bikes and gear are properly stored on site.

But schools such as Crispin are not
acting in isolation. For example, Looe
Junior and Infant School in Cornwall is
designed to optimise sunlight, daylight and
natural ventilation. As a result, its energy
use is about two-thirds that of the average
for the UK. Meadowside School in
Quedgeley, Gloucestershire was built in
2001 with the aim of embedding
sustainability into the school ethos and
curriculum - as well as the physical
environment. The building includes a high
use of sustainable and natural building
products, roads have been designed to
encourage walking and cycling to school,
and an innovative system uses porous
paving to catch rainwater, used to flush
toilets.

It all fits well within the wider ESD
parameters, the Somerset Trust for
Sustainable Development's (STSD) Steve
Charter points out: "It is critical that
schools demonstrate good practice by
displaying the principles and
characteristics of forward-looking
sustainable design and construction.”

Starter ideas for ESD:

Those principles include ensuring energy
comes from sources such as solar or wind
power, that all materials used are locally
and sustainably-sourced, that the school is
sited near to public transport, that the
buildings themselves are airy, bright and
‘healthy’, and that the site is opened up for
community use when school is out.

What's more, the DfES has earmarked
£30 billion over the next five to six years
for schools refurbishment, much of it made
necessary by the appalling design and
structural flaws of 1960s architecture.
There are around 30,000 of these
establishments, and most are extremely
energy and water inefficient as well as
using enormous amounts of structural
resources. The philosophy behind its
thinking is that school buildings have to be
a community asset, a view that fits well
with the concepts of ESD. "There is a lot of
money going into building design and we
want to try out a few new ideas,” says
Chris Bissell from the DfES.

It's a big step to take, but anyone
planning new schools, upgrading or
refitting existing buildings, or looking to
see how they can improve their school's
physical environment and reduce their
energy and water use, for example - would
do well to head the advice of groups such
as the STSD. And with the government
announcing its intention to increase the
amount of capital spending on schools,
now is the time to strike and add the
school building itself into that whole
school ESD policy.

www.wwilearning.co.uk/staffroom/str_0000000119_0006.asp

"Classrooms of the future" article:

www.wwflearning.co.uk/news/features_0000000435.asp

Somerset Trust for Sustainable Development:

www.sustainablehousing.org.uk.

Look out for their new publication, published in association with WWF, called
“Sustainable design and construction for schools and educational buildings”



The Beddington Zero Energy
(BedZED) project is an 82-home
sustainable housing scheme being
built on the site of a former
sewage works in Hackbridge,
south London. It will only use
energy from renewable sources
generated on site and will harness
solar energy and energy efficiency
principles to reduce demand by
80 per cent compared with
conventional developments. It is
the first large-scale ‘carbon
neutral’ community — the first
not to add to the amount of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

"BedZED is very exciting
because it allows individuals to
make a difference to problems
such as global warming through
their choice of home," says
architect Bill Dunster. The scheme
includes:

wherever possible, building
materials selected from
natural, renewable or recycled
sources and brought from
within a 35-mile radius of the
site

a combined heat and power
unit able to produce all the
development’s heat and
electricity from tree waste
(which would otherwise go to
landfill)

energy-efficient design — with
the houses facing south to
make the most of the heat
from the sun, excellent
insulation and triple-glazed
windows

a water strategy able to cut
mains consumption by a third
— including installing water
saving appliances and making
the most of rain and

recycled water

a green transport plan which
aims to reduce reliance on the
car by cutting the need for
travel (for example, through
internet shopping links and
on-site facilities) and
providing alternatives to
driving such as a car pool
recycling bins in every home.

ome truths

It's important that sustainability extends
way beyond the school gates, right into the
homes of pupils, staff (not just teachers)
and governors. So for a really holistic
approach, 'sustainable schools’ should be
part of sustainable communities -
including sustainable homes.

While it's not always easy or practical
to make major changes to your home,
there are many steps that can be taken and
which could also form the basis of lessons
and practical work linked to the school.

For those with doubts as to the
importance of adopting a sustainable
lifestyle, consider this statistic: the UK
currently has an ‘ecological footprint' that
exceeds available sustainable resources by
a factor of three. In other words, if
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everyone on the planet were to live as we
do in the UK, three planets would be
needed to sustain us in the long term.

A worrying thought. But here's another:
Housing accounts for around 27 per cent
of the total carbon dioxide emissions (a
major greenhouse gas) associated with
energy use in the UK. As domestic energy
use is projected to rise by six per cent by
2010, the problem will worsen if nothing is
done. It is therefore essential to reduce
domestic emissions from existing houses
and from new buildings.

Sustainable homes, like sustainable
schools, have to follow some basic
principles: they have to reduce the amount
of carbon dioxide used in the production,
transportation and use of materials; they

have to reduce the amount of energy used
and increase the use of renewable sources
such as solar or wind; and they have to
help the occupants reduce their
environmental footprint, such as including
a home-office to reduce the need to
commute.

And just as schools, through ESD, help
to redefine the way in which we live our
lives, so too can sustainable homes.

That's why WWF is calling for one
million sustainable homes to be built or
converted by 2012 and has secured
commitments from builders, developers
and investors to help achieve that goal.
And we're not alone is recognising the
need to take sustainability into the fabric
of the places where we live.
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Justin Swarbrick, WWF-UK

BedZed: www.bedzed.org.uk
or www.peabody.org.uk

WWF's One Million
Sustainable Homes campaign:
www.wwi.org.uk/filelibrary/
pdf/sustainablehomes_
dec02.pdf



Toxic attack

We are all playing an unwitting part in a
global chemical experiment - hundreds of
man-made chemicals found in a huge
variety of everyday items, ranging from
toys and soft furnishings to food packaging,
are causing wide-spread contamination of
the world's wildlife... and humans too.
And the long-term effects are unknown.

The chemicals WWF is particularly
concerned about include those that
accumulate in the environment and in
body tissue, and those that affect the
function of the endocrine glands - such as
the ovaries, testes, prostate and thyroid -
and the brain. These chemicals interfere
with development and have been linked to
reproductive problems, genital deformities,
cancer and reduced functioning of the
immune system.

That's why in Spring 2003 WWF is
launching a major new campaign on the
subject. It wants to increase awareness of
the problems and stir up consumer demand
for less harmful alternatives. But, crucially,
it is lobbying the UK government and
European Parliament to ensure that EU
legislation aimed at improving chemical
safety is strengthened. The current drafting
of the legislation offers us an unprecedented
opportunity to ensure that there is a
greater degree of legislative control and
regulation over man-made chemicals.

We'll be developing a range of
education activities and materials to help
you explore these difficult issues in the
classroom - and the staffroom. So don't
forget to keep checking on wwflearning -
www.wwilearning.co.uk - for
further details.

Join WWF’s Secondary schools
internet debate this autumn on
the use of toxics. Registration

details can be found on page 7
or complete the coupon on the
back page.

weblinks

John Daniels, WWF-UK

Online
debates>>

This internet debate coincides with the launch of a major WWF
campaign to reduce the levels of harmful toxic chemicals in
everyday objects (see page 6).

The debate will feature a moderated discussion forum with
contributions from experts on both sides of the argument.
Students will be able to question, analyse and add their views to
this topical and highly engaging subject. Topics to be covered
include:

Air and water pollution

Bioaccumulation

Hormone disruptors
Immune system impacts
POPs (persistent organic pollutants).

wwflearning link page

What happens when an oil tanker is damaged, spilling oil into the
sea? What is the impact on wildlife and people? How can such
disasters be avoided?

With this internet debate, primary school children can explore
the issues based on the oil spill near the Galapagos Islands in
2001. They will be asked to research the oil spill and take on the
different roles of those involved in this disaster including:

Wildlife experts

Fishermen

Tourist organisations

The oil company

The tanker owners.

Pupils will be asked to consider questions such as:
Should dangerous chemicals be transported around the world?
Who makes the decisions about tanker routes?
Who cleans up the mess?

They will have access to background information about oil spill
disasters, and to guest experts representing a range of viewpoints
including the oil industry, wildlife and development organisations,
people who have been affected by oil spills, and others.
Experienced moderators will ensure that pupils discuss solutions as
well as problems, and that they are directed to relevant and well-
sourced information from a range of viewpoints.

SUMMER TERM NOTI CES
To all staff

Welcome back! This term you must log onto
wwflearning to help with your professional
development, with lesson plans and to keep
yourselves abreast of news and views.

There is so much to see, and new material
is being added all the time, but here’s a
taster of what’s in store:

April

‘Coffee Corner’ discussion on citizenship,
plus activity ideas on ‘Environmental
stories’ and ‘Freshwater’

‘Coffee Corner’ discussion on Ofsted and
ESD, plus activity ideas on ‘Wildlife
trade’ and ‘Consumerism’

June

‘Coffee Corner’ discussions linked to WWF’s
teacher conference, plus activity ideas on
ecological footprints.

And don’t forget to check out the News
Service for linked stories and feature

Check out www.wwf.org.uk for more detail on the campaign

and facts to support your classroom activities. artieles.

PS: To help in these busy times,
wwflearning is now offering an online
update, emailed direct to you at home or
school at the start of each term. So you
need never miss out again. To sign up, fill
in the coupon on the back page, or register
online at www.wwflearning.co.uk/home.

And in wwflearning's News Service area, read our “Chemical spin”
news story at
www.wwilearning.co.uk/news/news_0000000466.asp or
"Hidden poisons"” feature at
www.wwilearning.co.uk/news/features_0000000465.asp Photodisc, Digitalision




World Environment Day,
Thursday 5 June
Commemorated on the same day each
year, the UN's World Environment Day
is designed to raise awareness of the
environment and rally political action.
It all started back in 1972 to mark the
opening of the Stockholm Conference
on the Human Environment and is
marked in many ways around the
world including street rallies, bicycles
parades, green concerts, essay and
poster competitions in schools, tree
planting, recycling efforts and clean-
up campaigns.

‘Alpha’ tour dates
Look out for Random Dance's ‘Alpha’
project, which is touring around the
country from March through June.
Designed for children aged eight
upwards, ‘Alpha’ looks at the effects of
technology on the natural world and
explores issues relating to sustainable
living. Wayne McGregor directs an
extraordinary cast of five dancers in this
enchanting tale which is brought to life
with breathtaking visuals, stunning
commissioned music and
amazing dance. Visit
www.alphadance.org
for tour dates
and venues.

World Oceans Day,

Sunday 8 June

The world's oceans cover more than
70% of the earth's surface. Pressures
from overfishing, habitat destruction,
pollution and now climate change are
all affecting life in the sea. World
Oceans Day is celebrated on 8 June
each year following a UN declaration
on that day at the Rio Earth Summit
in 1992. It provides an annual
opportunity to raise awareness and
learn about our oceans and seas.

These two events in June offer you
the chance to take positive action
to protect the environment and

the world’s oceans. Why not plan
school events and activities to help
bring momentum to these global
awareness days?
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